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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office Action is in response to amendments filed June 14, 2004. Claims, 1-53 are presented 
for further consideration. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-5, 8-22, 25-40, 43-53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Humpleman et al. (hereinafter "Humpleman", 6,466,971) in view of Newlin et al. 
(hereinafter ''Newlin", 6,01 1,909). 

As per claims 1, 18, 33, 36, 51, Humpleman discloses a method for providing user 
interfaces in a first network including first devices interconnected via a communication medium 
and at least one interface device connecting said first network to at least a second network 
providing services, comprising the steps of: 

in each of one or more devices in the first network: 
(a) Obtaining information from one or more of said first devices currently connected to the 
first network, said information including device information comprising user interface 
information for user interaction with that device (column 3, lines 12-25,column 5, lines 23-30); 
and 
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(b) Generating a description based on the user interface information, the user interface 
description including: 

(1) At least one reference associated with the device information of each of said one 
or more first devices (column 2, lines 43-46, 57-63, column 3, lines 10-16). 

Humpleman does not explicitly disclose 
• At least one reference associated with the services provided by the second network, 

wherein the liser interface description allows displaying a user interface for controlling 

the devices that are currently connected to the first network and fiirnishing services of the 

second network to at least a user. 
However, in an analogous art, Newlin discloses an apparatus connected to three separate and 
independent networks. The user interface provides for audio input and output. The PSTN 
provides caller identification information to the user interface while the ISDN identification 
information is included in signaling information presented to the user. The user interface 
captures and interprets control signals to provide functionality across various separate and 
independent networks (abstract, column 3, lines 5-13, 42-50, column 4, lines 30-40, 60-63, 66- 
67, column 5, lines 1-5). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have 
found it obvious to implement or incorporate in Humpleman' s method At least one reference 
associated with the services provided by the second network, wherein the user interface 
description allows displaying a user interface for controlling the devices that are currently 
connected to the first network and furnishing services of the second network to at least a user 
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enabling a user engaged in a video conference on the ISDN network to simultaneously receive a 
POTS call via PSTN. 

As per claims 2, 19, 37, Humpleman does not explicitly disclose wherein the first 
network comprises a 1394 network, and the second network comprises a non-1394 network. 
However, the use and advantages for using such networks is well known to one skilled in the 
relevant art at the time the invention was made as evidenced by Newlin (column 3, lines 5-10). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have 
found it obvious to implement or incorporate in Humpleman' s method At least one reference 
associated with the services provided by the second network, wherein the user interface 
description allows displaying a user interface for controlling the devices that are currently 
connected to the first network and furnishing services of the second network to at least a user 
enabling a user engaged in a video conference on the ISDN network to simultaneously receive a 
POTS call via PSTN. 

As per claims 3, 20, 38, Humpleman fiarther discloses the method of claim 1, wherein the 
interface device comprises a gateway device (column 5, lines 18-27, 37-45, 57-63). 

As per claims 4, 21, 39, Humpleman does not explicitly disclose the method of claim 1, 
wherein the second network comprises a plurality of interconnected second devices providing 
one or more services. However, in an analogous art, Newlin discloses an apparatus connected to 
three separate and independent networks. The user interface provides for audio input and output. 
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The PSTN provides caller identification iaformation to the user interface while the ISDN 
identification information is included in signaling information presented to the user. The user 
interface captures and interprets control signals to provide functionality across various separate 
and independent networks (abstract, column 3, lines 5-13, 42-50, column 4, lines 30-40, 60-63, 
66-67, column 5, lines 1-5). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have 
found it obvious to implement or incorporate in Humpleman's method the second network 
comprises a plurality of interconnected second devices providing one or more services enabling a 
user engaged in a video conference on the ISDN network to simuhaneously receive a POTS call 
via PSTN. 

As per claims 5, 22, 40, Humpleman does not explicitly disclose the method of claim 4, 
wherein each of said second devices comprises at least one computer system programmed to 
provide services. 

However, in an analogous art, Newlin discloses an apparatus connected to three separate and 
independent networks. The user interface provides for audio input and output. The PSTN 
provides caller identification information to the user interface while the ISDN identification 
information is included in signaling information presented to the user. The user interface 
captures and interprets control signals to provide functionality across various separate and 
independent networks (abstract, column 3, lines 5-13, 42-50, column 4, lines 30-40, 60-63, 66- 
67, column 5, lines 1-5). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the inventiofi was made would have 
found it obvious to implement or incorporate in Humpleman's method each of second devices 
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comprises at least one computer system programmed to provide services enabling a user engaged 
in a video conference on the ISDN network to simultaneously receive a POTS call via PSTN. 

As per claims 8, 25, 43, Humpleman discloses the method of claim 1, wherein each 
reference in the user interface description associated to services provided by the second network 
comprises at least one hyper-text link to service information in the second network (column 9, 
lines 30-50). 

As per claims 9,26, 44, Humpleman does not exphcitly disclose the method of claim 1 
further including the step of: 

(a) Displaying a user interface based on said user interface description on a device connected 
to the first network capable of displaying a user interface, for user control of said first devices 
and communication with the second network. However, in an analogous art, Newlin discloses 
providing an alert to the user interface during the first network communication session indicating 
the occurrence of the second network signal (abstract, column 4, lines 5-13). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have 
found it obvious to implement or incorporate generating a user interface description in 
Humpleman' s method in order for the user to be aware of an incoming signal. 

As per claims 10, 27, 45, Humpleman further discloses the method of claim 9, wherein 
the step of displaying. each user interface further includes the steps of: 
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Using each reference in the corresponding user interface description to access the associated 
information in each first device (column 2, hnes 43-46, 57-63, column 3, lines 10-16). 
Humpleman does not exphcitly discloses: 

• Using each reference associated with services provided by the second network to access 
corresponding service information. 

• Generating the user interface including: 

(1) Information corresponding to each first device using the accessed information in each first 
device, and (2) service information; and displaying the user interface on said device capable of 
displaying a user interface. However, in an analogous art, Newlin discloses providing, an alert to 
the user interface during the first network communication session indicating the occurrence of 
the second network signal (abstract, column 4, lines 5-13). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have 
found it obvious to implement or incorporate generating a user interface description in 
Humpleman' s method in order for the user to be aware of an incoming signal. 

As per claims 1 1, 34, 52, Humpleman discloses the method of claim 1, wherein the step 
of generating a user interface description further comprises the steps of 
Associating a hyper-text link with the device informafion of one or more of said first devices, 
and associating at least a hyper-text link with the service information provided by the second 
network (column 9, lines 30-50). 
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As per claims 12, 3 5, 53, Humpleman does not explicitly disclose the method of claim 1, 
wherein: (1) the device information in each device in the first network includes a user interface 
description for user interaction with that device, and (2) the service information in the second 
network includes at least a user interface description for user interaction with a service. 
However, in an analogous art, Newlin discloses providing an alert to the user interface during the 
first network communication session indicating the occurrence of the second network signal 
(abstract, column 4, lines 5-13). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have 
found it obvious to implement or incorporate generating a user interface description in 
Humpleman's method in order for the user to be aware of an incoming signal 

As per claims 13, 28, 46, Humpleman discloses the method of claim 1, wherein each 
reference associated with services provided by the second network comprises at least one hyper- 
text link to service information in the second network, wherein the service information comprises 
at least idenfification informafion representing a service (column 9, lines 30-50). 

As per claims 14, 29, 47, Humpleman discloses the method of claim 13, wherein the 
identification information comprises a logo information file including a link to a logo graphic 
representing the service (column 3, lines 20-30). 

As per claims 15, 30, 48, Humpleman does not exphcitly disclose the method of claim 1, 
wherein the second network includes at least a first portal for providing services, and a reference 
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associated with services provided by the second network comprises at least one hyper-text link to 
said first portal, wherein the first portal includes service information comprising at least 
identification information representing said services provided by the first portal 
However, in an analogous art, Newlin discloses an apparatus connected to three separate and 
independent networks. The user interface provides for audio input and output. The PSTN 
provides caller identification information to the user interface while the ISDN identification 
information is included in signaling information presented to the user. The user interface 
captures and interprets control signals to provide functionality across various separate and 
independent networks (abstract, column 3, lines 5-13, 42-50, column 4, lines 30-40, 60-63, 66- 
67, column 5, lines 1-5). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have 
found it obvious to implement or incorporate in Humpleman's method each of second devices 
comprises at least one computer system programmed to provide services enabling a user engaged 
in a video conference on the ISDN network to simultaneously receive a POTS call via PSTN, 

As per claims 16, 31, 49, Humpleman discloses the method of claim 15, wherein the said 
identification information in the first portal further comprises a hyper-link to service information 
provided by a second portal in the second network (column 9, lines 30-50). 

As per claims 17, 32, 50, Humpleman does not expUcitly disclose the method of claim 
16, wherein: 
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The second network comprises a plurality of interconnected computer systems 
programmed to provide services; 

The first portal comprises one or more of said computer systems providing services of the 
first portal; and 

The second portal comprises one or more of said computer systems providing services of 
the second portal. 

However, in an analogous art, Newlin discloses an apparatus connected to three separate and 
independent networks. The user interface provides for audio input and output. The PSTN 
provides caller identification information to the user interface while the ISDN identification 
information is included in signaling information presented to the user. The user interface 
captures and interprets control signals to provide functionality across various separate and 
independent networks (abstract, column 3, lines 5-13, 42-50, column 4, lines 30-40, 60-63, 66- 
67, column 5, Hnes 1-5). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have 
found it obvious to implement or incorporate in Humpleman's method each of second devices 
comprises at least one computer system programmed to provide services enabling a user engaged 
in a video conference on the ISDN network to simuhaneously receive a POTS call via PSTN. 

3. Claims 6-7, 23-24, 41-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Humpleman et al, (hereinafter "Humpleman", 6,466,971) in view of Newlin et al. (hereinafter 
"Newlin", 6,01 1,909) and in further view of Rosenberg et al. (hereinafter "Rosenberg", 
6,101,530). 
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As per claims 6, 23, 41, Humpleman, in view of Newlin, does not explicitly disclose the 
method of claim 4, wherein: 

At least one of said second devices providing services comprises one or more web servers 
providing services. However, the use and advantages for using web servers is well known to one 
skilled in the relevant art at the time the invention was made as evidenced by Rosenberg (column 
3, lines 25-30, column 5, lines 1-3, 38-41, 44-46, Abstract). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have 
found it obvious to implement or incorporate a web server in Humpleman's method allowing a 
web page to be sent to the requesting client. 

As per claims 7, 24, 42, Humpleman, in view of Newlin, does not exphcitly disclose the 
method of claim 6, wherein a service provided by at least one of the devices connected to the 
second network comprises a web site service. In an analogous art, Rosenberg discloses the web 
server sending web pages (websites) to the client (column 3, lines 25-30, column 5, lines 1-3, 38- 
41, 44-46, Abstract). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have 
found it obvious to implement or incorporate a device connected to the second network 
comprising a web site service in Humpleman' s method allowing a web page to be sent to the 
requesting client. 
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Response to Arguments 
The Office notes the following arguments: 

(a) Hara does not disclose "A method for providing user interfaces in a first network 
including first devices interconnected via a communication medium and at least one interface 
device connecting said first network to at least a second network providing services, the user 
interfaces for controlling the devices that are currently connected to the first network and 
furnishing services of the second network to at least a user/' as required by claim 1 . 

(b) Hara does not disclose "in each of one or more devices in the first network (a) obtaining 
information from one or more of said first devices currently connected to the first network" as 
claimed by claim 1. 

(c) Hara discloses no user interface. 

(d) Hara does not disclose first network devices connected to second external network 
devices. 

In response to: 

(a)-(d) Applicant's arguments have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) 
of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Barbara N Burgess whose telephone number is (703) 305-3366. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00am-4:00pm). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (703) 308-7562. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 



Barbara N Burgess 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2157 
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